
Adirondack Park Agency                July 1, 2013 

PO Box 99 

Ray Brook, NY 12977 

 

RE:  Classification of Essex Chain of Lakes 

 

Dear APA Members and Designees: 

I write to urge that you classify the Essex Chain of Lakes area  according to Alternative 3A, (“Canoe” and 

“Wild Forest”) as set forth in the DEIS for this overall classification of new Forest Preserve lands.  This 

Alternative would achieve the goals of strong resource protection for the sensitive Chain of Lakes area 

and promotion of sustainable recreational activities.  It would  provide a more flexible administrative 

approach than a “Wilderness” classification, while maintaining essentially the same protections against 

motor vehicle use. 

 

There is no question that the area proposed for “Canoe” easily fits the description set forth in the SLMP: 

     Canoe - A canoe area is an area where the watercourses or the number and proximity of lakes 

and ponds make possible a remote and unconfined type of water-oriented recreation in an 

essentially wilderness setting. 

The ten small lakes and ponds that would be included in this classification are in proximity to each other 

and allow for short portages.  The relatively short total length of a trip, six or seven miles, argues against 

the need for more than a very few, well-designed interior campsites, so that overuse may be prevented 

through a carefully planned UMP.  The “Canoe” classification was intended for areas precisely like the 

Essex Chain of Lakes. 

 

Nor can there be any argument that a “Canoe” classification is materially less protective than a 

“Wilderness” classification.  The “Canoe” classification, like “Wilderness”, would prohibit the most 

significant non-wilderness type use - motor vehicle access- and permit it only pursuant to an adopted 

UMP for DEC administrative purposes. 

 

The “Canoe” classification could really be called “Wilderness for Canoes”, in terms of its resource 

protection.  Unlike the numerous “Wilderness” and “Wild Forest” tracts spread over the Park,  a 

“Canoe” designation leaps out from a map of the Adirondacks, and could stimulate  sustainable 



economic development that all parties agree is appropriate and in need of promotion.  Paddlers would 

make the area a destination. Outfitters, guides and associated support enterprises would likely occur in 

the host town of Newcomb.  New York State has gamely tried to foster sustainable economic 

development in the Adirondacks, in partnership with the private sector and local governments.  The 

Town of Newcomb, where these lands are located, has been a steadfast partner in advancing 

sustainable development, and is one of a relatively few municipalities with an APA-approved Local Land 

Use Program.  It has worked  cooperatively to advance the Adirondack Interpretive Center, Santanoni, 

and the ESF facilities.  It is the State’s opportunity to enhance those efforts by designating only the 

second  Canoe area since the adoption of the Adirondack Park Agency Act  over 40 years ago.   

In passing, it should be noted that the addition of a new Essex Chain of Lakes Canoe area might lessen 

the overuse problems of the St. Regis Canoe area, by  diverting some paddlers  from St. Regis.  Surely 

the lessons learned from St. Regis can be applied in the development of a UMP for the Essex Chain of 

Lakes Canoe Area.   

New York has preached the benefits of sustainable economic development in the Adirondacks, and is 

now presented with literally a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to  advance that goal, without any sacrifice 

to wilderness protection, and without investing a dime of taxpayer money.   

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

 

Rick Hoffman 

Attorney and Regional Planner 

Retired APA Staff Attorney/Land Use Planner (1981-1992);  NYS Secretary of State Designee to the APA 

Board(1998-2008) 
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