
 

                     Phone 315-894-3302              Fax 315-894-2893                   Email  nyscc@nyscc.com 

 

July 8, 2013 

Mr. James Connolly 

NYS Adirondack Park Agency 

PO Box 99 

Ray Brook, NY 12977 

 

Re: Classification and / or Re-Classification of: 

      Essex Chain Lakes Tract  

       Indian River Tract  

       OK Slip Falls Tract  

       “OSC Tract”  

       Hudson Gorge Primitive Area  

       Blue Mountain Wild Forest (portion)  

       Vanderwhacker Wild Forest (portion)    
 

Dear Mr. Connolly: 

 

Representatives of the N.Y.S. Conservation Council have visited, photographed and videotaped 

the resources and conditions of the Essex Chain and Hudson and Cedar Rivers. In addition we 

have reviewed the APSLMP and the Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers Act and have 

interviewed individuals familiar with the history and physical attributes of the land, resulting in 

the Council’s official position pertaining to classification of the Essex Chain as follows:   

 

 1. Classify the Essex Chain parcel, including the Hudson and Cedar Rivers as Wild Forest. 

 

 2. The Council opposes reclassification of lands located within the existing Vanderwhacker                    

Wild Forest and the Blue Mountain Wild Forest.  

 

3.  Continue Hudson Gorge as a Primitive Area 

 

The reasons for these recommendations and additional comments are as follows: 

 

A. Physical Characteristics 

   

Comment 1 - The lands do not fit the APSLMP definition of Wilderness because: 

 The lands have been working forest for 140 years.  

 There are clear cuts and some areas have been cut to a basal area of 3.  

 There are over of 40 miles of hard gravel roads that can be driven with a two wheel drive 

vehicle. 

 There are numerous open gravel pits, sand pits and push pits. 



 

 There are many culverts and bridges, including a major bridge across the Hudson that can 

support 18 wheel tractor trailers. 

 The Essex Chain lies adjacent to easement and Wild Forest lands making a Wild Forest 

classification the logical choice.    

 Reclassification of portions of the Blue Ridge Wild Forest and Vanderwacker Wild 

Forest to Wilderness is not justified, and this recommendation appears to be merely an 

exercise in mapping. These forest lands and their resources have not changed in nature 

since their original classification and thus do not warrant reclassification. 

 There are few peaks that rise above 2500 feet, a noted fragile area within the master plan.  

 Wilderness classifications in some instances have had a negative impact on the 

environment. An example is the High Peaks Wilderness area where there has been 

serious degradation of the resources due to the crowded, carnival-like atmosphere that 

has evolved.   

 

B. River Corridors - Cedar and Hudson Rivers 

 

Comment 1 - Oppose Section of Cedar River being classified as Wilderness. 

 The Cedar River is currently classified as a Scenic River. Classifying the Cedar River and 

adjacent lands would place a more restrictive use on the River. Reclassification of the 

River falls under the jurisdiction of the N.Y.S. Legislature. 

 

Comment 2 - Oppose classifying a section of the Hudson River as Wilderness.  

 The Hudson River is currently classified as a Scenic River. Classifying the Hudson River 

and adjacent lands as Wilderness would place a more restrictive use on the River. 

Reclassification of the River falls under the jurisdiction of the N.Y.S. Legislature.  

 

C. Biological Considerations   

 

Comment 1 - Biological considerations – Rare and endangered species can be protected through 

UMP regulations and do not necessitate Wilderness or Primitive classifications. These resources 

can be protected and conserved through appropriate regulations.  

 

Comment 2 - Inclusion of botanist Jerry Jenkins' biological surveys of the Finch acquisition  in 

the DSEIS are inappropriate; we believe Mr. Jenkins' ideological and recreational preferences 

taint his objectivity. 

 

Comment 3 - The quality of the fisheries in the Essex Chain appears to have been exaggerated. 

Essentially the Essex Chain lakes are “put and take” lakes. 

 



 

 Fishing in the Chain Lakes is in decline most likely results from the information that the 

Gooley Club ceased its stocking activities several years ago.  

 

 Warming trends are impacting the reproduction of trout in the lakes.  

 

D. Deeded Rights and Historic Structures 

 

Comment 1 - The legal status of the Chain Lakes Road from Indian Lake to Newcomb has not 

been addressed in the DSEIS. What is the status of this road and do portions of the road still 

remain under the jurisdiction of the Towns?  

 

Comment 2 - Some of the structures on the Outer Gooley have been referenced as being eligible 

for historic designation. Why isn’t historical designation being pursued?  

 

E.   Section F of the DSEIS states  - Deterioration in the quality of the natural or scenic resources of 

State lands could adversely affect the Park economy.  

 

Comment 1 - Anything other than a Wild Forest classification will adversely affect the economy 

of the Park. A total Wild Forest classification including the Cedar and Hudson Rivers will make 

possible the enhancement of economic opportunities for local communities.  A Wilderness 

classification will place the lands off limits to 95% of the taxpayers of the State of New York. 

Comment 2 - The towns will only benefit economically if multiple recreational opportunities are 

provided, including, hunting, fishing, nature viewing, canoeing, rafting, snowmobiling, ATVing, 

bird watching and others. A Wild Forest classification will provide these opportunities.  

 

Comment 3 - Creation of community connectors that promote recreational opportunities during 

all seasons can best be achieved through a Wild Forest classification. Wilderness corridors along 

the Hudson and Cedar rivers will prohibit important community connectors.  

 

Comment 4 - APA planners have not conducted a thorough enough assessment on the effects the 

various classifications will have on surrounding communities, nor do APA planners have the 

expertise to accomplish this type of analysis. This section of the DSEIS is sorely deficient and 

critical to the future of the Adirondack Park communities and needs much more attention.  

 

Summary - Time for a Wise Decision! 

 

The Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan requires the Agency to classify the state lands in 

the Park according to "their characteristics and capacity to withstand use."  The Essex Chain 

Tract, following 140 years of sustainable logging, has demonstrated the capacity to withstand 

use. After visiting the area we concur that the rivers and lakes are picturesque, but due to the 

physical condition of the land it is a far cry from a Wilderness area. A piece of land that has been 



 

a working forest and logged for 140 years simply does not fit the ASLMP definition of 

Wilderness; and classifying these lands as Wilderness amounts to manufacturing Wilderness and 

would raise some serious legal issues.  

 

The nature of the Essex Chain Lands and the road systems can sustain a high level of use, which 

will in turn benefit the local businesses and communities and respective counties. The few 

sensitive areas like Okay Slip Falls can be protected through appropriate regulations via Unit 

Management Plans. Further decimating the economy of the surrounding communities via a 

Wilderness classification for the sake of individual ideological and recreational preferences in 

order to create “feelings of remoteness” for a few would be immoral.  

 

It is time for the Adirondack Park Agency and the Commissioners to make wise decisions 

regarding the classifications of lands owned by the taxpayers of the State of New York. A Wild 

Forest Classification for the Essex Chain is the wise decision and would provide recreational 

opportunities for multiple user groups along with increased economic opportunities for the 

surrounding communities. At the same time there is the ability to conserve the resources through 

appropriate regulations and Unit Management Planning. A Wild Forest classification for the 

entire parcel is a wise decision and appropriate for the circumstances. A subsequent recreational 

plan that provides equitable access for all user groups must follow!  

 

Let us truly make N.Y. open for business and open for hunting and fishing; make the wise 

decision! 

 

Sincerely yours,      

 

                                       Walt Paul                                                          
A. Charles Parker      Walt Paul 

President                                                                                 Access and Land Use Specialist 

 

cc: Governor Andrew Cuomo 

      Senator Betty Little         

      Environmental Assistant Sec. Basil Seggos           

      DEC Commissioner Joe Martens 
                                                             

 
 


